I would like to piggyback on Judge Porreca’s comments and thank you also for acknowledging that there is a noise problem.  This is a turnaround from early 2009 when the consensus from City and Track officials was there was no noise problem.  So kudos to you, gentlemen, for that acknowledgement.

I read all the newspaper coverage of this “Noise Fix” the last couple of weeks just like everyone else.  That was the only means we had of knowing what was in the agreement that was crafted behind closed doors.  I have had a chance only last night to go over this agreement.   This is what I want to know:  “Where’s the Fix?”  I see lots of “good faith efforts” but no concrete example of how this is going to lower the excessive noise residents have to endure in the sanctity of their homes.   And try as I could, I could not find any consequences to the NJMP if the  “good faith efforts” fall short of the ordinance and resident’s expectations.  

To leave the management of excessive noise from the NJMP facility in the hands of NJMP is allowing the fox to be in charge of the hen house. There is no objective and unbiased measure by which to assess compliance with this proposed agreement. 

Article 13 A1-

“In a good faith effort to further reduce the sounds emanating from the NJMP, the NJMP shall re-evaluate its use of the PA system.” So, if the NJMP, concludes that repositioning such a simple item as a loudspeaker is not justified, the proposed ordinance gives them cover.  But what is also curious is at the same meeting I mentioned earlier, the NJMP said they would examine the facility's use of the loudspeaker system then.  (This was reported in the Daily Journal, 3-5-09, a year and a half ago)  This is an example of what their “good faith effort” get you.  So here it is again like they never said anything before.  How many times can they pull this “good faith effort” until they sound like the Boy Who Cried Wolf?  Besides, all they are saying is that they will “re-evaluate” the “use” of the PA system.

In the taxpayer paid review of sound studies by Harris, Miller, Miller and Hanson, recommendations were given to the City to address the noise problem.  One was:  “Public address system noise need not be a community nuisance.  A properly designed and managed system should not be audible at all in the surrounding community.  Cheaper systems may use a few loudspeakers mounted up high and driven with lots of power.   Such a design is a recipe for community annoyance.  Better systems use more loudspeakers mounted at lower heights and driven with less power.  With such systems, the audience can easily hear announcements above the background sounds, but the announcement sound isn’t a factor in the community.  We know of some good sound system designers, if you would like us to recommend one or two.”

Now, had you taken this advice that you sought and paid $1,800 of taxpayer’s money for, and mandated to the NJMP to fix their loudspeakers as per this recommendation, as you have full right to do so, that would have been part of a real “Noise Fix!”

The PA system is but one of the many aspects of this agreement that needs to be looked at again. The proposed ordinance must be reviewed more closely and changes made to better protect the residents who have to live with this noise pollution day in and day out.  It will serve the best interests of the City and the NJMP to look deeper into this ordinance before it goes any further.  

We need accountability covering any agreements made between the City and the NJMP.  As a newly appointed member of the Press of Atlantic City’s Editorial Board quoted: “We need a sense of accountability in the end to say that if it doesn’t work, then find something that works.”

The time is now, gentlemen.  The time to build the fence is before the horses are let out.  You missed it on the first go-round when you approved the Motorsports park without any sound attenuation what so ever.  We have a noise problem now as a result.  Now you have the chance to make good by your electorate.  This whole agreement is based on "good faith efforts" that at the end of the day, mean absolutely nothing.  

You’ve got the fence posts up, now we need the barbed wire.
