PORRECA DRIVE HOMEOWNER'S ASSOCIATION
43 Porreca Drive, Millville NJ 08332
825-8346
To: Commissioners Finch, Derella and Vanaman
Gentlemen,
We appreciate the fact that the City has recognized that the excessive noise generated by the NJMP is a problem that needs to be addressed. We are mindful that much time has been spent in discussions between City officials and the NJMP on ways to reduce the annoyance. Before August 3, 2010 however, those most affected by the agreement had no information about the proposals and therefore no opportunity to offer specific suggestions. As a result of this failure to include one set of stakeholders, the proposed agreement fails to adequately address the problem. In an effort to be constructive, we respectfully ask you to table the ordinance approving the agreement and fully consider the following suggestions.
 Articles 13A1 and B All references to the "Field of Dreams" should be stricken. The MDA has not been amended to allow it and the Planning Board has not considered it. If and when the City does allow it, and if and when the Planning Board approves it, the "Field of Dreams" should be evaluated on its own merits without any preordained conditions. Furthermore, the inclusion of references to "The Field of Dreams" certainly gives the impression that the City has made up its mind and any further discussion is window dressing.
Article 13A and D are complex, hard to enforce and unnecessary in light of the Harris Miller Miller & Hanson May 17, 2010, City ordered, noise analysis. Delete all the vague, confusing and unenforceable language and require the NJMP to follow HMMH's recommendation (pg 4) and install a properly designed and managed system "not audible at all in the surrounding community".
Article 13B1-  All on track activities should not start before 9:30AM
weekdays and 10AM on Sunday.
Article 13 C-  We all know that the 80 decibel ordinance is
beyond violation. So, to write paragraphs dancing around the central
bone of contention and requiring a "good faith effort" to do this, or
that, is misleading, wasteful and meaningless. A careful reading of the HMM&H report makes it clear that the best and the most efficient way to determine if the noise is excessive (that is, legitimately disturbing to the residents) is to do all testing trackside and extrapolate and interpret the noise values from that information. It will be less expensive and more informative. Repeal the noise ordinance.
We thank you for acknowledging the nuisance, but are disappointed by the failure to include anyone outside City Hall and NJMP to join in the closed, secretive negotiations that made this letter and these
suggestions necessary. It is our request that you take these suggestions under advisement, consider them seriously, meet with us to elaborate upon the reasoning and amend the agreement to accommodate some, if not all of the above. To afford time to consider these suggestion the ordinance should be tabled on the 17th or defeated and revisited anew.
Sincerely,
Harry Fisher & Paul R. Porreca on behalf of
Porreca Drive Homeowners
